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Homework Policy 2026
Ethos Statement (from the Instrument of Governance)

Mission Statement

“To strive for respect, enjoyment and excellence.”
Vision

Since 1897, St Andrews has embraced its Christian character as the cornerstone of its values, continuing to serve the children and families of Eccles. Our St Andrews Community aim to serve every child by providing the highest levels of academic, pastoral and spiritual development, achieved through our commitment to respect, enjoyment and excellence for all.  The St Andrews community seeks to be an environment where the Christian faith comes alive through the values of love, honesty, forgiveness and respect. Each child is encouraged to discover their unique God-given gifts on their journey to fulfilling their hopes and dreams, developing a deeper connection to God and service to the community.

Background
Feedback from parents/carers indicates that a consistent approach to homework is helpful. As a school, we are aware that we need to ensure there is a balance between school learning and other valuable experiences that happen out of school i.e. religious observance, sports activities etc. not forgetting the chance to unwind and learn through play.  We understand that when a child has worked for a full day in school, he/she may not respond positively to having large amounts of homework. Our school believes that homework is essential in reinforcing and extending the teaching and learning that occurs during the day. Homework encourages and supports parental involvement in children’s learning.  It can help to develop a child’s independence and resilience and provide that one-to-one support from parents which can accelerate learning and potential.

Our aims of providing homework are to: 
· Ensure a consistency of approach throughout the school 

· Ensure progression towards independence and develop resilience 

· Ensure the needs of the individual are taken into account 

· Ensure that parents/carers understand our expectations of them 

· Improve the quality of learning experiences offered to the children 

· Extend and support learning 

· Be interesting and relevant to classwork 

· Provide opportunities for parents/carers, children and the school to work in partnership 

· Provide opportunities for children/parents/carers to share learning experiences

· Encourage children to develop long term strategies for future needs 

· Prepare Year Six children for the secondary phase of education 

At St Andrew’s we believe that the most important element of homework for any child is daily practice in reading. 

Brief comments written by parents/carers alongside advice and support from staff here at school in the Reading Record book are very valuable and help us to work together to enable your child to make good progress in reading. 

Homework throughout the school will always be marked and discussed with the children.  This may take place as a test, for example with spellings or multiplication tables, or it may be done as an open discussion during a lesson. 
A teacher may feel children require a small amount of additional homework in addition to the above in order to further support learning. Teachers may give a variation of any homework to pupils in response to their specific needs.
Parents/carers are asked to support their children to complete their homework tasks at home in the given time. If parents/carers have any concerns about their child’s homework, they are encouraged to discuss them with their child’s class teacher at a mutually convenient time.

The child’s role 

· To ensure that all information regarding homework is presented to a parent/carer
· To complete the homework within the allocated time

· To complete the homework to the same standard as work completed in school

· To return homework meeting the deadlines set

· To share their views about homework with our School Council 

The parent/carer’s role

In order for homework to be effective in supporting progress and attainment in school, it is important that families encourage and support children;

· Ensuring that reading (including MyON) is the priority and should be completed first

· To ask their child about other homework (apart from reading and MyON) that has been set

· To encourage and support their child when completing homework

· To ensure that homework is returned to school meeting the deadlines set 

 The teacher’s role 

· To set activities that will support and enhance learning in class 

· To ensure that the homework meets the needs of the child 

· To mark the homework

· To inform parents/carers how well their child is doing through face to face conversations, parents evenings, etc.  

The Governor’s role
· To consult with Parent Governors and School Council when reviewing our homework policy annually. 

Homework in the Foundation Stage.
Daily reading practice begins with shared reading in the Foundation Stage.  In Nursery and Reception a book will be sent home twice a week. This will be from the school’s reading scheme, and your child will continue to use these books until he or she progresses to a wider choice of books.  In Reception (and Nursery from the Spring Term) there will also be a weekly phonics and/or handwriting homework and after October half term a Maths homework will be set too. Parents/carers will be given a Tapestry log in to monitor their child’s progress and to upload any activities to share with staff.
Homework in Key Stage 1
· Daily reading is preferable but 3x a week as a minimum
· Key words and/or spellings to learn at home as required
· An online task in a core subject (English, Maths, Science) to be completed each week

· Y2 – TT Rockstars

In Years 1 and 2 there may be additional homework which will be given as necessary to support work carried out in lessons.  Children may also be asked to conduct some personal research relevant to a topic they are covering in school.  This may involve looking for something at home, reading a newspaper, looking up something in a book or dictionary, asking an adult some questions; for example, if the class are learning about time, they may be asked to make a note of mealtimes or bedtime; they may be asked to find three things in the kitchen that weigh less than a kilogram if they are learning about weight, etc. There may be some variation, depending on the child.

Homework in Key Stage 2

In Years 3 – 6 children have more formal online homework set each week. This is accessed through the school website and use the learning platforms e.g. Kapow, Mathletics and TimesTable RockStars (other online platforms may be utilized where teachers find appropriate). Homework is set each Friday to be completed by the following Thursday. All tasks set are in line with learning in class and provide further opportunities to explore and embed knowledge and skills from the classroom learning.

Homework in Year 3 and 4
· Daily reading is preferable but 3x a week as a minimum

· Weekly spellings

· Weekly multiplications set on TimesTable RockStars (stages determined by National Curriculum guidance and teacher assessment)
· An online task in a core and foundation subject (English, Maths, Science) to be completed each week

Homework in Year 5 and 6
· Daily reading is preferable but 5x a week as a minimum

· Weekly spellings

· Weekly multiplications set on TimesTable RockStars (stages determined by National Curriculum guidance and teacher assessment)

· An online task in both core (English and Maths) plus a foundation subject (e.g. Science, Computing) to be completed each week.

· Y6 will get some extra tasks from January as part of SAT preparation and transition to high school. 

Homework during school holidays

During a one week half term holiday, children will receive the same homework as during term time. If children are off for two weeks (Christmas, Easter) children will receive Reading and MyON but some optional tasks that will be available on our website. Similarly, during the summer holiday, children will receive a ‘six life skills in six weeks’ task to complete specific to each class. This could include anything from learning to tie shoes laces to becoming a member of the local library. 

Online Learning

Below are some recommended sites to support your child’s learning. 

Phonics - https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm
Reading - https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/  https://readtheory.org/auth/login *

https://global-zone61.renaissance-go.com/welcomeportal/1894601 *

https://www.myon.co.uk/login/ *

Spelling - https://www.emile-education.com/log-in-to-emile-resources/
Maths - https://login.mathletics.com/ *
https://ttrockstars.com/ *

Curriculum - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

Computing - http://www.ictgames.com/  https://www.ilearn2.co.uk/
French - https://www.duolingo.com/learn
*These websites require a log in and password that each child will have been given by their teacher.

When homework has not been completed

Teachers will encourage children to complete all homework and praise or reward children who consistently complete their homework on time. 
In cases where homework is not completed, we ask parents/carers to let us know if there has been limited time, perhaps owing to illness or attending sports competitions in the evenings. If a child is finding the homework difficult, we ask parents/carers to contact teachers for guidance and support. 
Homework clubs can be organised for children who are struggling to complete homework at home. Children may be asked to read or complete homework during playtimes if they consistently do not complete their homework.
