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Vision
Since 1897, St Andrews has embraced its Christian character as the cornerstone of its values, continuing to serve the children and families of Eccles. Our St Andrews Community aim to serve every child by providing the highest levels of academic, pastoral and spiritual development, achieved through our commitment to respect, enjoyment and excellence for all.  The St Andrews community seeks to be an environment where the Christian faith comes alive through the values of love, honesty, forgiveness and respect. Each child is encouraged to discover their unique God-given gifts on their journey to fulfilling their hopes and dreams, developing a deeper connection to God and service to the community.

At St Andrew’s CE Primary School, we recognise the importance of and value parental involvement in the life of the school. Throughout this policy the term parent is used to refer to parents, guardians and carers. We believe that education is a collaborative enterprise involving amongst others, parents, staff and children. As a school we are therefore committed to establishing and maintaining an effective and purposeful working relationship between the school and home.
It is known that:-
· Parents/carers are the most important influence in a child’s life. Any educational initiative can only be fully effective if there is partnership between parents, children and providers
· Parents want their child to succeed
· Children need educational and emotional support if they are to succeed. Parents need to be able to provide this effectively
· Many parents have missed the opportunity of furthering their education and training
· The school is a resource for the community it serves

Aims
· To develop good communication with parents and to fully inform them about what is happening in school
· To actively involve parents in the education and progress of their child
· To make good use of parents’ expertise and willingness to enhance their own learning and that of their child and other children and to actively involve them in school life
· To establish the views and opinions of parents of the school and act upon these

To develop good communication and fully inform parents about what is happening in school we will:
· Make letters and key policies “user friendly”, useful and informative.
· Send regular class newsletters once a half-term containing information such as curriculum coverage, dates and events.
· Hold Parents Evenings in the Autumn & Spring terms. 
· Hold a Parents Meeting in the Summer Term for parents of new reception children.
· Ensure pupils have an induction session in the Summer term to meet their new class teacher for the following year.
· Display key information on the school website and around school

To actively involve parents in the education and progress of their child we will:
· Offer two Parents Evenings for each year group each year
· Send annual reports at the end of each year

To make good use of parents’ expertise and willingness to enhance their own learning and that of their child and other children and to actively involve them in school life we will encourage parents to:
· Volunteer to support within classrooms and/or become parent governors.
· Attend school trips
· Attend class sharing assemblies
· Attend school performances, events and celebrations
· Become involved in school projects
· Join or support the school PTA group
· Use opportunities to have informal discussions with staff members

To establish the views and opinions of parents and act upon these we will:
· Hold an annual parental questionnaire and inform parents of the results
· Ask parents to evaluate key events in school
· Seek parental consultation on key issues in school.
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